Love and marriage: An Interfaith Grand River discussion

The topic of love and marriage prompted a lively conversation at Interfaith Grand River’s February 2009 meeting.

The group began by considering an article from the Globe and Mail that questioned the idea of romantic love and suggested that there was much to learn from arranged marriages.* It is important to recognize that our society is increasingly populated by people with cultures that differ from what we would consider the norm. How are we prepared to recognize these people? For instance, is a counsellor in our system able to serve a couple in an arranged marriage that comes seeking help?
The New Testament makes the striking claim that the ideal situation for a person is celibacy. However, if a person is unable to maintain this state, then the next best choice is to marry. Martin Luther challenged this thoroughly, stating that the “estate of marriage” is something created by God. It is an ordained or holy estate in which we live out our faith as much as in the other sacraments.

The Christian Science church views this “walk in the flesh” as temporary, leading to a spiritual elevation. There is no marriage ceremony — and no clergy — in this tradition.
Within the Buddhist faith, completely opposing views regarding love and marriage cn be found. One form of Buddhism regards marriage with suspicion; family is also considered a hindrance to spiritual development. We recall that the Buddha called his son “impediment.” However, within a different form of Buddhism the love of mother for child is most highly elevated. In Tantra Buddhism, love and marriage are considered vehicles for enlightenment. There is no greater discipline that one can subject oneself to than marriage.
From the Sami indigenous culture came the practical dimension of marriages creating unions of nations. Also, love is a vehicle that can connect one with the Universe, the Cosmos.

A Mennonite participant noted that the loving relationships of early Anabaptists were inextricably interwoven with their faith. She shared with the group an excerpt from a letter written around 1540. An Anabaptist man imprisoned for his faith wrote to his wife to encourage and comfort her. In the letter, he not only tells his wife how much he loves her, but also quotes Scripture, which many Anabaptists at the time knew from memory.

Neopaganism honours the balance and harmony that are offered in the male and female union.

In Islam, marriage is strongly recommended. Whoever rejects marriage is rejecting “the way.” The prayers of a married man are 70 times more valuable to God. To love your spouse is a way of loving God. To look at one’s wife with lust is a way of worship.

Sikhism views marriage as made in heaven. There is a strong tradition of marriage between families. The advantage of arranged marriages is that there is the understanding that families will care for one another. Marriage is an opportunity to learn from each other.
All agreed that IGR was far from exhausting this topic and that ought to revisit it, addressing some further aspects that it had not had time to cover, such as love of community and love of one’s faith.
*Sarah Hampson, “Looking for Mr. Good Enough,” Toronto Globe and Mail, June 5, 2008.

